
 

Perceptions About Beavers 

Albertans expressed 

a range of feelings 

towards beavers 

 

 

In the 'Alberta Beaver Survey: Assessing Knowledge and Perceptions about Beavers', Albertans expressed a range 

of feelings towards beavers 

Extremely 

Dislike 

Extremely 

Like 

Neutral 
“Where is the ‘I have received nothing but 

damage’ [category]...I am sure, there are no 

benefits“ 
“In dry years, they can be our only source of livestock 

water.  they certainly help to keep riparian groundwa-

ter levels higher. they can be a problem around farm-

steads and shelterbelts by cutting trees.” 

“I coexist with the beavers just fine and if there is occasional issue 

then I just deal with that, like road flooded etc.  I like the benefits 

that come with them, and just like everything in life nothing is all 

good but the concerns I get over time are limited.  They are im-

portant part of ecosystem and function”  

“The underlying problem however is, a historical atti-

tude toward the critter (kill them all).  That is by far 

the biggest road block to harmonious co-existence.“ 

“The benefits are shared, so costs of dealing 

with problems should be as well.” 
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