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Advancing Citizen Science in Alberta: Post-Event Evaluation 
 

Overview:  

The Advancing Citizen Science in Alberta workshop was held on September 26 & 27, 2018 at MacEwan 
University in Edmonton, Alberta. Over the two days, 100 guests and speakers attended representing 44 
organizations and Indigenous communities. 
 
The workshop was for those wanting to further their knowledge of what citizen science is; how to 
develop, implement and evaluate citizen science initiatives; and how to enhance linkages between 
citizen collected data and decision making. Speakers and guests represented practitioners, researchers, 
project coordinators, and environmental managers and decision makers.  
 
This two-day workshop was a gathering place to learn about best practices in the field of citizen science 
as well as identify priority actions to advance the practice in Alberta. 
 

Workshop Objectives: 

o Provide an opportunity for knowledge exchange and co-learning between practitioners, experts and 
resource managers on the value and benefits of place-based citizen science in understanding 
environmental change. 

o Highlight best practices in collection of credible, relevant environmental data and information 
produced through citizen science. 

o Assess needs for tools and methods to support collection of credible, relevant environmental data 
and information. 

 

Workshop Format: 

o Panel Presentations:  

 Panel 1: The Field of Citizen Science: Origins, Evolution and Where We Are Today 

 Panel 2: Designing, Managing and Assessing Credibility and Relevance of Data in Citizen 
Science  

 Panel 3: Place-Based Citizen Science in Alberta  

 Panel 4: Connecting Citizen Science and Environmental Decision Making  
o Lightning Talks 
o Poster Session 
o Plenary Working Sessions  

 Memorandum on Citizen Science: Draft Guiding Principles and Implementation Strategies 
for Advancing Citizen Science  

 Strategies for Enhancing Data Credibility: What is needed for Alberta?  
o Concurrent Working Sessions  

 Air, Water & Biodiversity 
o Closing Keynote Speaker  
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Survey Results: 

o Response rate: 28 out of 98 attendees (29% response rate)  
o 50% of respondents learned about the event through word of mouth. 
o 78% of respondents rated their overall satisfaction with registration, date/time and venue as very 

satisfied. 
o 96% of respondents were at least somewhat satisfied with the Panel Presentations, with 96% of 

respondents very satisfied with Panel 1 & 3.  
o Response to the two Plenary Working Sessions was mixed with only 48% of respondents very 

satisfied.  
o The main reason for attending the event was Professional Growth and Development (57%).  
o 96% of respondents would attend another Alberta gathering on citizen science and respondents 

would like to learn more about citizen science program design (30%) and evaluation (26%) in the 
future. 

o There is great interest in developing a community of practice in Alberta and a community of practice 
should focus on organizing conferences, meetings and workshops (46%) and developing web-based 
mechanisms for sharing information and ideas (46%).  

 

 1. PROMOTION & LOGISTICS 
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How did you learn about the event? 
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Please indicate your overall satisfaction with: 

 

 

Additional comments: 

 MacEwan would not provide decaf coffee. Gluten free/Vegetarian options were poorly labelled and 
they often ran out. Additionally the servers did not appear well informed of the types of dietary 
restrictions.  

 As an academic, I would prefer that the timing of the workshop was not during the semester. A 
colleague was able to cover my classes for me, but I feel guilty missing classes.  

 I loved that the food wasn't excessive. But I did ask for gluten free food and one breakfast there was 
only fruit. one lunch it was unclear what the gluten free option was. Kind of feel like MacEwan 
dropped the ball there.  

 
 
 

 

Very Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral Somewhat Dissatisfied Very Dissatisfied
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2. PROGRAM 
  

Please indicate your overall satisfaction with: 

 

A number of respondents did not attend each Panel (three did not attend Panel 1, four Panel 2, three 

Panel 3 and two Panel 4).  
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Please indicate your overall satisfaction with: 

 

A number of respondents did not attend these sessions (two did not attend Lightning Talks, five the 

Poster Session and six the Closing Keynote).  

Additional Comments:  

 I liked the Panel format, and having time for questions and discussion after all panel members had 

spoken. 

 The poster session was in an awkward space for posters, definitely not ideal. Loved the workshop 

contents though.  

 I missed the closing keynote so no comment! 

 I thought the choice of speakers was great - wide variety of perspectives, representing different 

geographical regions, socio-economic areas, and urban/rural.  Great job putting together really 

interesting topics to support the discussion on citizen science. 

 Really enjoyed the event. 

 Was not able to attend Day 1 
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Please indicate your overall satisfaction with: 
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Five respondents did not attend the Memorandum on Citizen Science Working Session and five 

respondents did not attend the Strategies for Enhancing Data Credibility Working Session. 

Additional Comments:  

 Did not find the breakout sessions helpful at all. It felt like we broken into smaller groups rehashing 

the same things that we said previous in the day.  

 Discussion at the Air Breakout Session could've been reigned in somewhat, but some good themes 

still came out of that time. 

 First facilitator not very helpful to group. 

 Great to break out into the different groups. Allowed focus into each. 

 I didn't fully feel the purpose of the break out session was explained. Once it got on one topic it was 

difficult to branch off into other areas of concern. 

 I found the group session about the Memorandum would have benefited if we each had the list of 

proposed principles and the focus questions for easy reference. Were a bit lost at first. Also suggest 

having neutral facilitators with the Advisory Committee members as resource people. 

 I think these sessions were fine, but I personally didn't take much back from them at a municipal 

level (although I think/hope that the Provincial reps in the audience found the information gained 

valuable).  I think that will come down the road as the Province's program ramps up, so it was good 

to know where things were at and maybe where they're going. 

 It would have been beneficial to have more about where the GoA is at with this work, as well as 

having some of the questions from the round table discussion, ahead of time for those of us who 

need time to think  and to provide some additional context. 

 The breakout session seemed somewhat awkward in that people seemed unsure what was 

expected of them in that moment on that topic. 

 Working on the memorandum was clearly a valuable exercise, as what exploring data credibility and 

the breakout sessions... so I was well-satisfied with those sessions. To add distinction, I reserved 

"Very Satisfied" for other components of the workshop. 

What stood out for you at the workshop?  

 The interest in developing a wider range of input for data collection and use 

 Issue of duplication of effort - LOTS of citizen science projects being developed 

 Speakers come from a variety of background and cover a broad spectrum of topics. Very well 

organized event.  

 The workshop was well-organized and well-run. Speakers were all high quality. Networking 

opportunities were good. Extracurricular side-table surveys and information display was very well 

done. 

 The high level of engagement over the two days. We ran out of time during Q&As because there 

were so many questions, and everyone was highly engaged in the working sessions. 

 The pyramid of citizen science - really made me consider more carefully how I would design a 

program and how to involve individuals in the design  
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 While the objective of the workshop was to inform a MOU for the Alberta Government, a very 

concrete outcome.  The format and presentations didn't allow for discussions to achieve that 

outcome but rather seemed to be about convincing the audience that citizen science is a viable 

approach to environmental monitoring. 

 Seeing what is already being done by agencies such as the Mistakiis Institute and others.  While 

water monitoring I had some idea about, I didn't know about the other programs out there, too, so 

it was great to hear. 

 Panel 1 - set the stage for the workshop so well and provided some great large scale context to the 

work we do and why we do it. 

 The diversity of Citizen Science occurring already in Alberta and how advanced it is in other areas of 

the world. 

 The first panel was my favourite 

 The wide range of citizen science already underway. 

 # of existing apps already available 

 It was great to hear about all the citizen science work being done in Alberta, across so many topics. 

What also stood out was that so many of the projects are in Southern Alberta, and I wondered why 

this is. 

 Panel 1 was excellent 

 The caliber of the speakers - I thought they did a great job to set the context for the workshop, 

especially the closing keynote. 

 The level of engagement from attendees, as well as the semi-structured/facilitated sessions were 

excellent. Great balance of structure and audience-led, it allowed everyone to stay on task and get a 

lot out of the workshop. 

 Presentations, plus the keynote speaker was exceptional. 

What did we do well?  

 Presentations that highlighted the need for cooperative projects 

 Quality of talks; excellent speakers! 

 Size of the event was appropriate - it's decent for a robust conversation and meaningful 

engagement, but not overwhelming. Great venue and food. 

 Everything really... It was a very comprehensive workshop. If not for the competing climate 

meeting (apparently some overlap of dates), perhaps even more would have tried to attend. 

 Panel topics and speakers 

 I really enjoyed the wide variety of perspectives and uses of citizen science employed by 

researchers at home and abroad.  

 Excellent showcasing of citizen science programs in Alberta and what is already working really 

well. 

 You had my full attention span throughout the whole conference which is unusual with 2 day 

conferences.  
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 I thought the whole two days was worthwhile, with engaging speakers, fast enough pace to 

keep everyone interested, a few different facilitation techniques used, and tasty food! 

 pretty much everything 

 The panels were well organized and the speakers really complemented each other. I thought 

they were a great way to present a lot of complex information.  

 Fostered an excellent dialogue overall in terms of where CitSci could go in AB. 

 The food was great, the breaks were regular,  

 You put together a good program with lots of variety; international and local speakers, keynotes 

and lightening talks, time for listening and time for discussing. Speakers from other jurisdictions 

participated well and added additional insights to the workshop. 

 Fantastic guest speakers 

 Good topics and speakers. 

 Well planned event!  

 It was very well organized - great event! 

 The visual facilitator was a special and wonderful component. 

 So many good presenters! Very informative and engaging. 

 What topics would you most like to learn about or discuss at similar events in the future?  

3. VALUE TO YOU 
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Other:  

 Cit Sci in Decision making 
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4. COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE FOR ALBERTA 

 

Other:  
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Do you have any additional comments, questions or concerns?  

 Really great workshop. I'm so glad I attended. 

 Was a very enjoyable and interesting two days.  Look forward to seeing where this goes in AB. 

 "Was very well organized. All speakers were of good quality. 

 I was disappointed that there wasn't any decaf coffee, and the catering staff wouldn't get me any. 

 The sooner we can can continue the momentum of this workshop, the better. Having a place to 

connect with other practitioners and talk with one another would be endlessly helpful. 

 Great job! 

 

 


