
 

Protecting Alberta’s Headwaters:  

Supporting Stewardship Education for Recreation Users 

 

The visually stunning and biologically diverse southeastern slopes of Alberta are a prime focus for recreation 

activities that both benefit and impact the region’s ecological and cultural values.  This timely initiative contributes 

to protecting the watershed health of the Oldman and Bow River Basins by supporting the coordinated 

development of educational activities that promote responsible recreation use.  

 

Water Matters, the Miistakis Institute, and the Environmental Law Centre will host two workshops targeted 

toward persons and organizations who can potentially support or deliver recreation education and stewardship 

work in the Oldman and Bow headwaters areas. This includes recreational user groups, stewardship groups, 

recreation businesses, landowners and leaseholders, and front line government and municipal staff. 

 

A 3-hour evening workshop will be held in each of the Oldman and Bow River Basins, on September 23, 2015 

(Lundbreck) from 6:30-9:30pm and September 24, 2015 (Calgary) from 6:30-9:30pm, to explore ways to 

develop and coordinate educational approaches to foster stewardship of headwaters areas by all types of 

recreational users. Through the workshops we will: 
 

• Provide an overview of current educational activities of recreation and community groups that promote 

responsible use and stewardship; 

• Explore appropriate roles and tools for persons implementing recreation education and stewardship; and 

• Identify strategic opportunities for creative partnerships, collaboration and support in delivering 

educational activities for recreation users. 

 

The resulting strategies and relationships developed will inform municipal/provincial government and non-

government efforts to educate users in addressing recreation impacts on our watersheds.  A key focus is assisting 

non-government groups to build their capacity for delivering stewardship education activities at some level to 

their membership and audiences. This initiative will support and align with current recreation planning initiatives 

being undertaken by the provincial government by providing key information on avenues for delivering effective 

education and outreach to users. 

 

Prior to the workshops, information will be gathered from the various recreation groups and agencies about 

existing educational activities and stewardship initiatives. Research on recreation management tools and lessons 

learned from past studies and other jurisdictions will contribute to workshop presentations and discussions.  

 

Following the workshops, a summary of the results will be distributed to participants, the broader recreation 

community and government agencies to inform future educational initiatives and to support collaboration for 

watershed stewardship.  

 

For more information or to RSVP, please contact Carole Stark (cstark926@gmail.com| 403.679.8577). 

 

 

 

 
 

 


